Special Gathering 2021 Minutes
Zoom Call 16th-24th July 2021
Present: Esther Koehring, Daniel Perrett, Susie Harty, Peter
Doubtfire, George Thurley, Emmie Touwen, Kirsten Stuhr, Paula
Christophersen, Saskia Zijerveld, Marcie Winstanley, Leyna
Garrettsen
SG2021.01 Opening minute
We come together as a community, meeting online between 16th and 24th July 2021, for
Worship, Business and fun activities. We have received loving greetings from EMES ahead
of our gathering, wishing us a positive and inspiring gathering in this online space, and
from Renke Meuwese, former clerk of EMEYF.

SG2021.02 Nomination of gathering elders
Following discernment, as gathering elder we appoint Daniel Perrett to join our standing
elders for the duration of this SG. Paula Christophersen was nominated in absence and we
appoint her subject to her consent.

SG2021.03 Nominations Committee
To serve on the nominations committee this gathering, we appoint Saskia Zijerveld and
Susie Harty, following discernment. Rose Almond was nominated in absence and we
appoint her, subject to her consent. One of our standing elders, Liam Brighton or Lena
Hofmaier, will join the Nominations Committee to support their work.

SG2021.04 Considering a gathering epistle
We have heard that as our gathering is held in a creative, ad hoc and inclusive space, and it
seems appropriate for our epistle to mirror this. At this point we will hold off nominating a
formal epistle committee. We thank Esther Koehring and Marcie Winstanley for stepping
forward to help facilitate a space and means for the whole community to contribute to
documenting the gathering, at some point towards its conclusion.

SG2021.05 Nominations Return
We have heard from our Nominations Committee that Lisette Niijboer’s name has been
brought forward for the role of Living Archives Project coordinator. Hearing that Lisette
would be willing and able to serve as LAP-Coordinator and following discernment, we
appoint Lisette Niijboer to serve in this role until SG 2024. Nominations Committee
reports, that we have not received any nominations of Friends who would be able and
willing to servein the roles of Fundraising Treasurer or QCEA Representative. Discerning
ways forward, a system of alternating EMEYF representation at QCEA General Assemblies
was brought forward. This sort of involvement seems appropriate to the nature of EMEYF
and its relationship to QCEA’s work at this point. Paula Christophersen, Susie Harty and
Marcie Winstanley have voiced interest in being included in the alternating representation
of EMEYF at QCEA. This means that they will be our alternating representatives to QCEA.
For communication sent to EMEYF from QCEA, we will ask for this to come to

Communications Committee. Communications Committee would then find representation
for QCEA General Assembly from among the Friends serving as alternating
representatives.
This system will be brought to the community for disernment and reassessment at Annual
Meeting 2022. Our Treasurer, Pete Doubtfire has agreed to monitor fundraising until a
name can be found for the role of Fundraising Treasurer.
We release Thea Torek as Fundraising Treasurer, Mieke van Opheusden as QCEA
representative, and Marcie Winstanley as LAP-Coordinator from their roles, and thank
them for their service. We thank our Nominations Committee for their work during this
gathering.

SG2021.06 SG 2022
At this point it seems not possible to discern how to move forward with the in-person
gathering that was due to be held in Finland. Considering the question of how to move
forward with SG2022 in general, we have heard our community’s deep need to connect in
person. While the online format has helped us stay connected during these unusual times,
our community depends on in person gatherings in which we can connect and reach across
borders. We consider the uncertainties of Covid, politics and borders, and the challenges
this creates for making decisions for future in person gatherings. We acknowledge that we
need to balance the need for in-person meetings with accessibility-needs of many Friends
who may feel unsafe or uncomfortable with meeting in person as the pandemic continues
to affect each of us differently. Similarly, the possibility of decentralised regional or local
gatherings where it is possible for Friends to meet within the covid restrictions, might
leave isolated Friends feeling disconnected from our community. We recognise the
pressure that these considerations create for our community, and feel that discerning how
to move forward with SG2022 shall be reassessed with the wider community and brought
back for consideration at Annual Meeting 2021.

SG 2021.07 Epistle Return
Following the example of the last online SG, we once again refrained from appointing an
Epistle Committee and rather collected contributions and impressions from the diverse
and creative online interactions. We have heard the introduction text for the epistle read.
We thank everyone who helped create it. The epistle is attached to these minutes. We
reflected quietly together on the epistle, and on our gathering, together and close our ad
hoc special summer gathering with a sense of gratitude for the connectivity and the
community among Friends.

Epistle
EMEYF Special Gathering Summer 2021 (16. - 24.July 2021, online)
For the second time, European and Middle East Young Friends were not able to meet
inperson for their Summer Gathering, which was planned to be held in Finland.
Building on the diverse ways of connecting online that were developed over the past year,
an ad-hoc Special Gathering was held instead, to connnect Young Friends online, taking
part from their hometowns. Instead of traveling and meeting up in person, we explored
the connections between us and the ways we are in the world from our living rooms. Over
the course of the gathering, we have spent time participating in creative activities
together, and wanted to share a feeling of that creative space in this epistle.

Reflecting on the week, we asked each other to share the ‘view from our window’,
whether literally or metaphorically, where we are and what we see when looking inwards,
outwards and forwards.

.by coming together and being friends
we nourish our bodis and souls
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I have shared this sky with you, in the
morning and in the evening and inward.

I have felt a bit
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